
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
WRITING RUBRIC

Grades 5-8 & 11 English 

SCORE           CRITERIA 

Response for 

3 points

 Writing addresses the scenario/information in the prompt and picture and
fulfills the required task. 

 Writing effectively conveys intended meaning, and the vocabulary,
grammar structures, and mechanics do not interfere with reader’s 
comprehension. 

Response for 

2 points

 The writing partially addresses the scenario/information in the prompt and
picture and somewhat fulfills the required task. 

 Writing somewhat effectively conveys intended meaning, and vocabulary,
grammar structures, and mechanics only rarely interfere with 
reader’s comprehension. 

Response for 

1 point

 Writing only addresses small portion of the scenario/information in the
prompt or picture but does not fulfill the required task. 

 Writing is barely comprehensible, may be just a list of words or phrases
loosely related to the prompt or picture, and the grammar structures and 
mechanics seriously interfere with reader’s comprehension. 

Condition 
code: blank, 
off topic or 

illegible 

 The writing is incomprehensible and/or unrelated to the prompt in any way.
 Writing may include one or two words or phrases that are not related to the

prompt or picture. 
 No response is given.

Responses MUST be written in English. 
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